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Plastic Coast - Studies on small plastics pollution from the northeast coast of Taiwan
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Taiwan is an island, and the sea is very important for us. So in this study, we tried (1) to examine
the small plastics (resin pellets and plastic fragments) pollution of the northeast coast, (2) to identify
the components of unknown plastics by burning, soluability in organic solvents and relative weight
but without using expensive instruments, and (3) to classify the small plastics we found and to find

out where were they from.

Our study is the first grassroot research proving that the northeast coast of Taiwan has been polluted
by small plastics. We attempt to identify the components of unknown plastics without using
expensive instruments. The present study discovers that there are many small plastics in the floating
oil scum. The relation between the oil scum and small plastics needs more study. We finds marine
life (barnacles) growing on floating small plastics. The ecological importance of this discovery

needs more study.

We also make suggestions for reducing the minute plastic pollution of the coasts: (1) The
government should ask big companies to be more careful on the transport of plastic pellets, (2)

people should be aware of the problems caused by small plastics.
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